I feel extremely happy to be with you this evening and to be a part of this great and unique initiative.

 Your enthusiasm and courage make me think back to some of the marches that we held long ago during the worst parts of the Cold War. One time, here in Copenhagen, we were marching through the streets on a dark autumn evening, singing “We Shall Overcome”, carrying torches and anti-nuclear banners. Then suddenly, as we passed under an apartment window, someone threw open the window and turned up the volume of their hi-fi, so that the street was filled with music. It was Beethoven's 9th Symphony, the part where the chorus sings “Alle Menschen werden Brüder”. It was exactly what we wanted to hear! All humans are brothers and sisters - not just some - all! All humans are 

part of a great family. 

I believe that your amazing march through the entire world is inspired by the same sense of a universal 

human family, and I think that this is exactly what we need to cultivate in education, in the mass media,

 and in religion. We need to develop the principle of universal humanism and friendly cooperation so that it will become the cornerstone of a new ethic.

We need to reform our educational systems, particularly the 

teaching of history. As it is taught today, history is a chronicle

 of power struggles and war, told from a biased national standpoint.

 We are taught that our own country is always

 heroic and in the right. We urgently need to replace this indoctrination in chauvinism by

 a reformed view of history, where the slow development of human

culture is described, giving credit to all who have

 contributed. 

Our modern civilization is built on the achievements of many

 ancient cultures. China, Japan, India, Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, the Islamic

 world, Christian Europe, and the Jewish intellectual traditions

 all have contributed. Potatoes, corn, squash, vanilla, chocolate, 

chili peppers, and quinine are gifts from the

 American Indians.

When we teach history, it should not be about power struggles. It should be about how human culture was gradually built up over thousands

 of years by the patient work of millions of hands and minds.

 Our common global culture, the music, science, literature and art that all of us share, should be presented as a precious heritage - far too precious

 to be risked in a thermonuclear war.

We have to extend our loyalty to the whole of the human race, and to work for a world not only free from nuclear weapons, but free from war. 

A war-free world is not utopian but very practical, and notonly practical but necessary. It is something that we can achieve and must achieve.

 Today there are large regions, such as the European Union, where war would be inconceivable. What is needed is to extend these.

If we use them constructively,

 the vast resources now wasted on war can initiate a new era of

happiness and prosperity for the family of man. It is within our

 power to let this happen. Like the men and women who worked 

to rid the world of slavery let us strive for a time when

 war, like slavery, will exist only as a dark memory fading into the past.

